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Why True Women?

“You’re not just pieces anymore, you’re a whole cloth.  A Texas Star quilt God made with pieces of your grandmothers.”  


These words spoken to the author, Janice Woods Windle, at the end of her journey into her family’s past, speak to the reasons for choosing this novel for the Humanities curriculum. Woods Windle’s story relates Texas’ history in rich and vivid[image: image44.wmf].

 
Not only does the novel reinforce what we have learned about Texas and United

States history, but does so from the [image: image2.wmf] seldom seen in history books--that of women.

True Women relates the struggles and the hardships faced by the people of the FRONTIER.  Through the eyes of Sarah and Euphemia, we can experience the terror felt by those who fled in the Runaway scrape, cry with the widows of the Alamo, and see the devastating affects of the conflicts with the Native Americans.  Georgia Lawshe Woods takes us on a journey with her family from the restless South, over the Trail of Tears and into the FRONTIER of the Hill Country of Texas.  Bettie Moss King leads us into the FRONTIER of the 20th century through the world wars that touched our lives and impacted the country.  


The novel explores the diverse cultural groups that formed the landscape of Texas. This diversity created both unity and division, as well as provided for growth and change in Texas and the United States.  True Women not only provides a unique vision into Texas’ past, it serves to inspire the readers to research their own family history, and the people and events that have shaped their own lives.  The love of family and history is evident throughout the novel, and will move readers to explore their feelings about family, and ultimately about themselves and their place in the world.


The women depicted in this novel are diverse individuals, and while all were courageous and strong, they held different [image: image3.wmf] about such issues as slavery and the conflicts with the Native Americans.  Woods Windle provides such vivid [image: image4.wmf] of each of these unique individuals that the reader can easily visualize Sarah “...pulling herself erect, and limping forward, an arrow in the flesh of her leg,” Euphemia declaring, “You see, I have given him my horse,” or Bettie, alone and terrified, keeping the wolves at bay.  The opportunities to explore [image: image5.wmf] and issues in [image: image6.wmf] are endless.  


As you read and discuss True Women, you will see how the pieces of the story as well as the pieces history all fit together to make a single cloth--A quilt that can cover us and provide warmth in the knowledge that these pieces are what makes us whole.

Discussion/Comprehension Questions


Idella 

1.  
Idella calls out, “Miss Janice” even before the author can be seen.  What can you infer about Idella, and the role she will play in the story?
Part One-Euphemia Texas Ashby King

Note:  No chapters are given in novel, the curriculum writers have provided the page numbers that correspond to the unmarked sections of the novel.

Chapter One (pages 9-33)

1.  
Using [image: image7.wmf] from your reading, describe Sarah as Euphemia saw her.

2.  
Examine the [image: image8.wmf] of the people of Texas in regards to Sam Houston.  Who were the "two Sam Houstons"?

3.  
Juan Seguin proclaims himself a Texian; describe the internal conflict that he faced.

4.  
Recalling events in Texas history; explain why the people at Euphemia’s house were there and why they were upset.

5.
According to the novel, why did Santa Anna lose?  

6.  
Examine the [image: image9.wmf] of women in the FRONTIER to present day women.  Euphemia wishes that she, “could be as beautiful and brave, and smoke a pipe as gracefully as Sarah.”  How does this idea of beauty and grace differ from the ideas of today?

7.
Discuss the dangers of childbirth and death by exposure in the FRONTIER.

Chapter Two (pages 34-56)

1.
Sarah’s encounters with the Comanches demonstrate how the diverse cultural groups in Texas served to unify and divide the two groups.  Give [image: image10.wmf] from the novel to support this statement. For example, how did the Comanches act when Sarah got away from them? 
2.
Give [image: image11.wmf] that describe the house Sarah wanted to build at Peach Creek.

3.  
Examine the [image: image12.wmf] slavery.  What were the concerns about Jean Baptiste teaching the slaves his trade?  How did Sarah’s attitude differ from many of Southern planters?

4.  
Matilda Lockhart teaches Euphemia to smile at a time when Euphemia needs a friend.  What event involving Matilda occurs shortly after this conversation, and what [image: image13.wmf] do you have about Matilda’s fate?

Chapter Three (pages 57-75)

1.
Compare/contrast the [image: image14.wmf] of Lamar and Houston.

2.
Compare the Ashby sisters.  How did Euphemia and Sarah differ from the other three sisters?

3.
How did Euphemia feel about slavery? Site [image: image15.wmf] from the novel to support your answer.

4.
Describe the events at Council House.  Why did these events occur?  

5.  
Considering the Comanche’s’ treatment of Matilda Lockhart, explain why Tarantula’s actions during the attack at the McClure place were ironic.
Chapter Four (pages 76-97)

1.
What kind of person was Jose Navarro and what was the conflict between Navarro and Juan Seguin?

2.
The McClure place becomes one of the first inns for the new Anglo pioneers coming to the FRONTIER of Texas.  Compare Sarah’s reluctant hospitality to that of Bilbo in The Hobbit.
3.
 Discuss Euphemia’s opinion of the new pioneers to Texas, “How like children they are.”  Explain how the experience of the FRONTIER helped these new pioneers to grow and change as they gained wisdom through experience.

4.
Examine the  [image: image16.wmf] in the education of women.  What educational objectives were expected to be met by Euphemia and other women at this point in history, how does it differ from the education of women today?

5.  
What [image: image17.wmf] do you see in the women whom Euphemia tends to seek out as role models and friends?

Chapter 5 (98-143)

1.
Fannie is courted by Roderick Gelhorn, who has dropped the “Von” from his name when he arrived in America.  Why was it necessary for so many immigrants to adapt their names when they came to the U.S.?  


2.
Using [image: image18.wmf] from the book, describe how Euphemia met William King.

3.
Contrast the [image: image19.wmf] of William and Euphemia regarding the possibility of civil war.

4.
What two things could a rain crow mean?  What did it mean in Euphemia’s case?

5.
Describe the last meeting of Euphemia and Tarantula.  Why do you think she gave him her horse?

Idella 

Pages 144-148

1.
Why does Idella refer Janice Woods Windle as Queenie?  What [image: image20.wmf] does Idella reveal to Janice about Mrs. Fritz’s car keys that amaze Janice? 

Part Two-Georgia Lawshe Woods

Chapter One (pages 151-166)

1.
Why were the Lawshe’s contemplating leaving the state of Georgia?  Give [image: image21.wmf] from the novel to support your answer.

2.  
What [image: image22.wmf] do you have about Georgia’s heritage?  Does the author answer these questions?

3.
Part two begins in 1836 in the state of Georgia, what were the attitudes towards the Native Americans at the time?

4.
What news from Texas drew volunteers from the state of Georgia to leave their homes and head for Texas?

5.
The Creeks are driven from the state of Georgia, and follow the same route that the Cherokees called “The trail where we cried.”  Examine the [image: image23.wmf] in the treatment of the Native Americans.  Was this treatment necessary in America’s quest to grow and change as it moved west?  
6.  
Express your [image: image24.wmf]about Josiah’s first response as a free man.  Do you think his actions were justified?

Chapter Two (167-180)

1.
Using [image: image25.wmf] from the novel, describe Georgia’s most vivid memories of the journey west.

2.
The author writes, “For Georgia the move to Water Valley was like a page turning in her life.  One life had ended with Tobe’s death, the new one was a blank page on which she could write whatever she wished.” Think of your own life, has there been a moment that a page turned in your life?  Explain.

3.
What was the white apparition that appeared at the McKee family plantation and how did it change Georgia’s life?

4.
Uncle Madison gives his slaves to Georgia, explaining that to free them would be cruel.  Think about the differing [image: image26.wmf] about slavery at the time.  Do you feel that Uncle Madison was a man of high [image: image27.wmf]?  Was he right or wrong in his actions?  

5.
Compare Georgia and Martha Bennys [image: image28.wmf] on raising children.  

Chapter Three (pages 181-194)

1.
As Dr. Peter and Georgia Woods make their journey to the FRONTIER of Texas, Georgia asks Peter to describe what their life will be like in Texas, What does Peter describe?

2.
Examine Georgia’s [image: image29.wmf] about slavery.  Do her actions support her [image: image30.wmf] or contradict them?

Chapter Four (pages 195-212)

1.
The family makes their first home in Bastrop, Texas on the Colorado River.  Describe Balstrop and the reasons Georgia loved it.

2.  
When Georgia and Martha Benny discuss the babies that they are carrying, Martha Benny states, “But it won’t be the same.  One girl will go one way, and the other one the other way.”  What does she mean by this statement, and how does it reflect the treatment of blacks at this point in time of history.

3.
Dr. Peter is convinced that the spread of cholera is related to the river.  What [image: image31.wmf] in the story support his opinion?    

4.      Explain the events that lead to the Woods’ family to leaving Bastrop.


Chapter 5 (pages 213-232)

1.  How did Sam Houston’s support of the Union conflict with his lifestyle?

2.
Sam Houston introduces Georgia to Euphemia Texas Ashby King.  Recalling Euphemia’s story in part one, compare the two women’s [image: image32.wmf] about slavery.

Chapter 6 (pages 233-256)

1.  
Emanuel Hawkers [image: image33.wmf] in the treatment of slaves varies greatly from the Woods


[image: image34.wmf].  Examine the reasons why Georgia would keep Hawkers on as overseer.

2.
After the Civil War, Georgia’s beautiful home is designated for the Union officers.  What incident occurs that foreshadows the trouble that Georgia will face from the Union officers.

Chapter 7 (257-256)

1.
Describe Captain George Haller and his treatment of the Wood’s family.

2.  
Was Georgia justified in the murder of Captain Haller?  Explain your reasoning, using [image: image35.wmf] from the novel.

3. 
Explain the significance of the painting of the Indian girl and the white bird, to Georgia’s life.

Idella 

Pages 277-281

1.  
What do you think that Idella means by the statement, ‘Darlin, do you think the eagle learned to fly from the sparrow?’  in regards to her knowledge of fortune telling.  
Part Three-Bettie Moss King

Chapter One (pages 285-293)

1.  
In the previous section “Idella” Idella tells the author of Bettie King’s fear of storms.  What is the source of this fear?  Give [image: image36.wmf].

2.
What Texas seaport town was dismantled in the storm described in the novel?  


Chapter Two (pages 294-301)

1.
Describe the events leading to and the meeting of Bettie Moss and Mr. Henry King.

Chapter Three (pages 302-313)

1.
 Pink Rosebud’s anonymous gift of land for a public school is rejected by many of the citizens because of how she makes her money.  If you had to take a side in this issue, would you support taking the land or rejecting the offer?  Why?

Chapter Four (pages 314-321)

1.
“The girls” discuss women and how men view them as the weaker sex.  Do you agree or disagree with this [image: image37.wmf].  Give specific examples to support your stand.

Chapter Five (322-331)

1.
As the visitor leaves Bettie’s home he states, “The world doesn’t stop at your front door, Mrs. King.”  What does he mean by this statement?
2.
What epidemic arrives in Seguin and threatens its inhabitants?  How did this event open Bettie’s eyes to the world beyond her kitchen door?

Chapter Six (332-346)

1.  Describe the reunion of the Ashby sisters in 1903 on Peach Creek.  Their reminiscing relates the events that you have learned in Texas history.  Compare the events from the novel to the Texas history you have studied.

Chapter Seven (347-358)

1.
What tragic event takes place that will change Bettie Moss King’s life?

Chapter Eight (359-380)

1.  
Cultural DIVERSITY continued to cause a divide in the early 1900’s.  Examine Bettie’s actions at the 4th of July picnic and at church, how did her actions display courage?  Describe these events, and give your opinion on Bettie’s actions.


Chapter Nine (381-399)

1.
In 1932, Bettie considers doing something for the first time, a visit from a stranger confirms her decision.  Who was the stranger and what did he convince Bettie to do?

2.    “Failure is something that happens at the end of the road. You hardly even started!” Who speaks these words and to whom?  What is going on during this period of time in history?  Relate events in history to the reasons for this statement.  

3.
What event has a lasting effect on George Henry?  

4.
Bettie once again makes the trip to the family graveyard for a funeral.  What [image: image38.wmf] and [image: image39.wmf] can you see by examining the lives of Sarah, Euphemia, Georgia, and Bettie.  What common threads connect these women during difficult times?

Chapter Ten (400-408)

1.
As Bettie celebrates her 75th birthday with the “girls” the talk turns to immortality and to those who are gone.  This conversation is the catalyst for Bettie’s immediate need to find out about the future.  What  [image: image40.wmf] from Bettie’s future and her past are revealed to her by Idella?  How does Idella’s knowledge and explanation of Bettie’s fear of storms lead Bettie to finally find comfort and peace?
Idella 

Pages 408-412

1. 
After the author and Idella take a drive through the Texas countryside, Idella declares, “Imagine that.  Everywhere is here.  The past was just down the road.” What does she mean by this statement?  Give [image: image41.wmf] from the novel that describe both the physical trip and the trip through time.  
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