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The recognition of archetypes is an excellent strategy for comprehending and recalling details in literature, or any other media. It allows students to see similarities in diverse works by noting analogies in characters, situations and symbolism.


For example, some characters can be categorized as “mentors” or teachers to other characters. Some famous examples are: Merlin to young King Arthur (in The Once and Future King); Gandalf to Frodo (in The Lord of the Rings); Friar Laurence to Romeo (in Romeo and Juliet); or Dumbledore to Harry Potter (in the Harry Potter series). What do these relationships have in common? Can you identify other examples of a mentor-student relationship?


Here are some famous character archetypes with a few examples of each. Try to add to the list using characters from movies, literature, television, comics, or history.

· The Hero - Jason (from the Jason and the Argonauts myth); King David (from the Old Testament); Spiderman; William Tell; Lancelot du Lac, King Arthur, Joan of Arc

Some critics suggest that most characters have these five traits in common; they have noble lineage;


they have unusual or foretold births; they are associated with a particular item or skill. They must perform a quest; and their death becomes a legendary example of heroism which serves to inspire others. For example, in The Odyssey by Homer, Odysseus is the son of a king. While he didn’t have an unusual; birth, he is remarkably intelligent (recall that his mentor is the goddess of wisdom, Athena). His quest is to return home, a journey that will take 20 years. Finally, although he doesn’t truly die, his final act is defending his family and home.

· The “Friendly” Beast -  Aslan (from the Narnia series); Baloo, the bear, (from The Jungle Book)

· The Enchantress - (these characters are also known as witches or sorceresses)-  the Wicked Witch of the West , Circe, Morgan Le Fey

· The Loyal Retainer -(these are faithful servants)-Sam (Frodo’s friend and gardener, The Lord of the Rings); Mary Poppins; Puck (A Midsummer Night’s Dream;  Tinker Bell (Peter Pan; Dobby, the house elf (Harry Potter)
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· The Temptress - (an incredibly beautiful woman without compassion)-

Delilah (Samson and Delilah); Calypso (The Odyssey); Nimue (The Once and Future King); Scarlett O’Hara (Gone With the Wind); La Belle Dame Sans Merci (from the poem of the same name)

· The Outcast - (a character who is exiled or banished from home)-Cain, the Ancient Mariner; Shane; Wolverine (the X-Men); Sirius Black, Remus Lupin (Harry Potter).[image: image5.wmf]
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