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Depth and Complexity in The Hobbit

Distribute icon charts to students (or use a large icons poster), and have copies of some or all of the novels to be used throughout the year—The Hobbit, Treasure Island, The Light in the Forest, Witness, Shane, True Women, Will’s War.

Instruct a student read the publisher’s blurb (i.e. the jacket summary) for each novel aloud, and use each summary to discuss the icons, and to make connections to the theme FRONTIERS. 

Note the opportunity to begin discussing the Author! Author! project by calling students’ attention to the [image: image7.wmf]  of professional book advertising, including cover-art and publishers’ blurbs.


Read the following publisher’s blurb from the Ballantine edition of The Hobbit:

What [image: image2.wmf]does the blurb communicate about this novel?

How and why does Bilbo get drawn into the dwarves’ quest? What is the object of the quest itself? What [image: image3.wmf] do you have?

What change occurs [image: image4.wmf]?
For what sort of audience is this blurb written? How well might it attract their interest?

What[image: image5.wmf] indicate that this is a fantasy novel? (hobbits, dwarves, orcs, etc.) 

What [image: image6.wmf] can you think of?

Repeat this process as necessary for the other novels, practicing the use of the depth and complexity to interpret information. 
Teacher Resource





THE RELUCTANT HOBBIT





Bilbo Baggins was a hobbit who wanted to be left alone in quiet comfort. But the wizard Gandalf came along with a band of homeless dwarves. Soon Bilbo was drawn into their quest facing evil orcs, savage wolves, giant spiders, and worse unknown dangers. Finally, it was Bilbo—alone and unaided—who had to confront the great dragon Smaug, the terror of an entire countryside!











